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Research Scene



Tackling the Challenges
• UK Low Carbon Energy 

for Development 
Network (LCEDN)

• Community building (UK 
Energy and 
development research). 

• Multi-disciplinary.
• Multi-sectoral.
• Information portal.
• Catalysing International 

Collaborations.

http://www.lcedn.com
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1. Established a searchable directory of UK 
research expertise (around 300 individuals 
now listed)

1. Developed the LCEDN website
http://www.lcedn.com) as an innovative 
web space for the development of this 
research community – Relaunched recently

http://www.lcedn.com/


 Add extracts from the website



3. ‘State of the field’ reviews of the existing 
evidence base + current UK 
energy/development research.
Data Visualization Section of the website

4. ‘Rapid evidence reviews’ of specific 
technologies, particular regions or emerging 
themes where there is a current policy and 
research need.

5.  Stimulation of new postgraduate/training 
programmes and involvement of the 
postgraduate community



6. Running workshops, conferences and 
seminars to drive the network’s 
development and facilitate real 
interaction with researchers and other 
actors from across the globe. 

Next Conference: May 30&31st, June 1st

Transforming Energy Access
Loughborough University, UK



Series of Monthly Webinars: 
Topics so Far: Remoteness, Learning from 
Failure, Delivery Models, Cooling. 
Local Energy Governance. Wednesday 
Afternoon – live from PAUWES



Understanding 
Sustainable Energy 
Solutions Programme 
(EPSRC/DFID/DECC) 

• 13 projects.
• Multi-country.
• Multi-sectoral.
• Multi-disciplinary.
• Capacity building etc.

8. Research 
Coordination



Countries  Involved in the Projects:

UK, CANADA, US.

KENYA, MALAWI, UGANDA, SIERRA LEONE, 
SOUTH AFRICA, ZAMBIA, ETHIOPIA, GHANA, 

LESOTHO, RWANDA, TANZANIA.

THAILAND, PHILIPPINES, INDIA, BANGLADESH
LAOSA, VIETNAM, MYANMAR, CAMBODIA, 

CHINA 
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Challenges of developing 
new technologies – rice 
straw, cooling for 
agriculture, smart 
communication 
technologies, eCook
Policy Challenges – Local 
Governance (Cities) and 
Political Decentralization, 
national policy frameworks 
(green growth, building 
regulations etc.) 
Community mobilization -
productive uses, nano-
grids.
Social barriers – spread of 
cookstoves.
Industrial Uses – Agro-
industry, thermal energy 
services

Diverse Challenges
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An LCEDN Programme of Support for DFID’s Transforming 
Energy Access Initiative (Dec 2016 – June 2018)

Partnerships for Skills 
Development:



Work Stream 1(a)
Coordination of UK Energy and Development Research and Innovation 

(a)  Championing joined-up thinking in 
UK energy and development research 
funding

(b) Reviewing the current state of UK 
Energy and Development Research and 

(c) Exploring alternative approaches 
towards ODA energy research and 
innovation spending in the UK going 
forward. 



Current UK 
Research Portfolio
• LCEDN currently completing 

a review of UK Research 
Capacity in this Area. 

• Database of over 200 
projects, 37 UK institutions, 
over 450 researchers (UK 
and Overseas partners)

• Funding: Limited coverage 
in traditional Research 
Council Portfolio but 
substantial growth over 
recent years (GCRF/DFID). 



Work Stream 1(b)

LCEDN Community Building Activities.



Progress:  
(a) Briefing Papers and Publishing Programme, 
(b) Researcher Capacity Building Workshops and 

Partnering Prizes, 
(c) Short-Term Placement Programme, 
(d) Broadening academic dissemination
(e) LCEDN Integrative activity (Annual 

Conferences, community building, website 
development, dissemination/publishing).
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WORK STREAM TWO

5 Individual 
Partnerships:

LCEDN

EU-Africa 
Energy 

partnership

Energia-
LCEDN 

partnership

ASH & 
ICDRET

Engineering 
collaborations 

(RAEng, 
EWB)

Smart Villages



Work Stream 2(a)
Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (RECP) 
collaboration .



Work Stream 2(b)
Mainstreaming Gender 
within Energy Research .

• USES-Energia Researcher Workshops, 
• Mainstreaming gender in TEA and other energy research 

programmes; 
• 3 Joint dissemination workshops; (GENIE Community of 

Practice)
• Briefing Paper
• Webinar collaborations



Work Stream 2(c)
Strategic Networking (Africa Sustainability Hub and ICDRET)



Work Stream 2(d)
Royal Academy of Engineering (RAEng) 
and Engineers Without Borders (EWB) 
collaboration

Objectives:  
(a) Co-Delivery of two RAE 

Frontiers of Engineering 
Events, 

(b) Contribution towards 
design/delivery of other RAE 
capacity-building activities, 

(c) Co-Production with RAE/EWB 
of a report on Engineering 
energy sector capacity-
building initiatives, 

(d) Co-production of targeted 
energy materials for EWB 
2017/18 Design Challenge 
and contribution to delivery 
of EWB’s international 
placements scheme, 

(e) Embedding learning from 
EWB energy-specific 
International Placements.



Work Stream 2(e)
The Smart Villages 
Initiative collaboration

Objectives:  (a) 
Continued delivery of a 
programme of monthly 
webinars, (b) An LCEDN role in 
the delivery of at least two 
Smart Villages forward looking 
workshops, (c) Collaboration in 
the production of a report on 
regional comparative capacity-
building needs to feed into 
RPDC scoping activity.



The Future

 TEA Phase Two (Higher Education Capacity Building in Africa; 
Energy Partnerships – Crowdfunding; Mini-Grid Innovation etc.)

 Energy Catalyst

 GCRF Hubs

 DFID Rethinking Clean Cooking

 USES Evaluation

 Horizon 2020
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